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1. About Us: Startup Incubator Berlin

At the Startup Incubator of the HWR Berlin,
startup ideas are being developed to market
maturity. Here, academic teams are supported
with know-how, infrastructure and scholarships.
As a lean incubator, in working with the team,
the focus is on speed in the development and
the early testing of business models with the
customers.

The incubator has been founded in 2009.
Initially, the offices were located within the HWR
campus in Schoneberg. Since 2017, the Startup
Incubator has moved to Rohrdamm 88 in Berlin-
Siemensstadt as part of the site development at
SIEMENS AG, which is becoming the “New
Siemensstadt”. In 2018 a design thinking lab
and a prototype workshop were opened. Since
December 2018 a modern multifunctional hall
(A32) has been made available to the startups
as a co-working space and event location.

2. Lean Startup Methodology

The lean startup method is being actively
pursued by the Startup Incubator. The focus is
on continuous feedback from potential
customers. Products are not being developed
first but rather enter the development cycle
“build — measure — learn”.

At the Startup Incubator, this process is
encouraged by various offers — such as the
monthly UX testing or the startup dinner. The
feedback on product development is the main
focus of these events formats. In addition the
Startup Incubator Berlin offers several
workshops, fireside chats and networking
events.
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3. Entrepreneurship at the HWR Berlin

At the HWR, the two areas of Entrepreneurship
Education and Startup Incubation are closely
interlinked. While the Startup Incubator in
Siemensstadt promotes the practical aspects of
starting a startup, the promotion of learning
processes for the training of entrepreneurial
thinking and acting is deeply established at the
campus of the university. This takes place in
the form of various formats, such as the Startup
Class. With the Open Startup Academy the
HWR offers additional formats in cooperation
with the regional economy.

4. Financial Support

Startups at the Startup Incubator Berlin are
financially accompanied in two phases in their
startup process.

The program “Startup Now” is the first stage:

e Startup Now: Can be started at any time; is
aimed at founders at the very beginning of
their project; includes the use of the Co-
Working-Space, patrticipation in all events
and workshops and individual support by
coaches and mentors.

In the second phase, founders have the
opportunity to receive the following
scholarships:

e Berliner Startup Stipendium: Can be started
in July and January each year; aimed at
founders* wishing to develop their start-up;
includes all Startup Now Program offers
plus €2000 per founding member per month
(for 6 and 12 months respectively)

e EXIST-Grunderstipendium: For particularly
technologically innovative start-up projects;
2500€ per founding member per month (for
max. one year).



https://www.hwr-berlin.de/hwr-berlin/serviceeinrichtungen/gruendungszentrum/
https://www.hwr-berlin.de/hwr-berlin/fachbereiche-und-zentralinstitute/fb-1-wirtschaftswissenschaften/organisation-und-verwaltung/professuren-und-facheinheiten/facheinheit-unternehmensfuehrungpersonalorganisation/
http://www.startup-incubator.berlin/angebot/
http://www.startup-incubator.berlin/stipendium/
http://www.startup-incubator.berlin/exist-gruenderstipendium/

5. Our Teams (selection)

Grueneo: Grueneo offers the first DIY
gardening box for the windowsill that is made
from 100% eco-friendly materials. It also
contains all the know-how you need to grow
your own herbs and vegetables in the smallest
of spaces in your home — from sowing to
harvest!

Thing: Everyone wants to grow old in their own
home. Thing deploys robots that help elderly
people age at home more safely and for
longer. We combine supervisory features, like
fall-detection and 24/7 care support, with easy
connections to their primary care network &
communities

Forget Finance Forget Finance is the first
digital financial advisor that empowers
everyone to plan their financial future
holistically from their smartphone. It uses a
hybrid model with personal advice from real
financial experts and algorithm-based
coaching.

Vedra Vedra is a brand for sexual wellbeing
consumer goods that will cover the areas of
intimacy, pleasure and care. Our first product
will be a massage gel for the intimate area with
CBD infusion..

We4All WedAll provides web-based 3D
printing capacities in real time for private and
commercial customers worldwide.

The printing capacities are provided through
the connection of private and commercial
machine owners in our public network.

6. Contact

Address: Startup Incubator Berlin
Rohrdamm88
13629 Berlin

Postal Adress: Hochschule fiir Wirtschaft und
Recht Berlin

Badensche Stral3e 52
10825 Berlin

Telephone: +49 30 30877 1699

Website: www.startup-incubator.berlin

Director:

Christian Gurol
christian.gurol@hwr-berlin.de

Startup Coaches:

Marvin Goldner
Marvin.goeldner@hwr-berlin.de

Katharina Gunthermann
Katharina.gunthermann@hwr-berlin.de

Matthieu Voss
Matthieu.voss@hwr-berlin.de

Project Administration:

Katrin Jahnke
Katrin.jahnke@hwr-berlin.de

Brigitte Maas
Brigitte.maas@hwr-berlin.de

Head of Labs
Prototyping / Design Thinking Lab:

Matthias Grytzka
matthias.grytzka@hwr-berlin.de

Event Manager:
Thomas Lorenz

thomas.lorenz@hwr-berlin.de

Network Management:
Sandra Thumm

sandra.thumm@hwr-berlin.de

Press & Marketing:
Stephan Meyer Brehm

Stephan.meyer-brehm@hwr-berlin.de
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